JOHN BELLINGHAM
the endorsement; and that he, after the 6th of August, 1699,
knowing the same to be falsified, did offer the same in
payment with an intent to cheat his Majesty's subjects.
The first evidence deposed that, about the i8th or igth
of July last, he met Mr Bellingham in Lincoln's Inn Walks,
who told him he had a business would do him a kindness;
and that he had a bank bill, but it was not fairly come by;
and that thereupon he (the witness) asked him whether it
was one of Arthur's bills. To which Bellingham replied :
" No "; and told him if he could get him some Exchequer
bills he had a friend could make a five-pound a ten-pound one,
and he would have thirty shillings for his pains. With that
they parted, and he communicated the matter to the tn-jptees
of the Exchequer and got a five-pound bill, and carried it
to Bellingham, and they agreed together, and he was to have
ten pounds for his share, which he afterwards received of
Bellingham.
Another evidence deposed that Bellingham's wife and one
Mrs Easton came with the Exchequer bills, the first by the
name of Hill, and the other by the name of Holmes, and
bought as much linen as came to twenty pounds odd money,
and offered the bill in payment which was made forty pounds;
upon which he went out to advise with some acquaintance
whether it was a good bill or no, who told him that it was
a good bill; and then he held it up against the light, and
could not see anything amiss in it, upon which he paid them
the rest of the money, and they went away. However, being
not thoroughly satisfied, he goes to the Exchequer, and
there found it to be only a five-pound bill altered, the same
bill that the first evidence produced to the prisoner; that
upon this he got Bellingham apprehended, and he was
carried before Secretary Vernon, and, being examined about
it, after an hour's hesitation he asked if there was any
mercy. To which it was replied it was not long since he
had received mercy. Whereupon he freely confessed the
fact, and said that nobody did it but himself. It likewise
appeared that he was in the robbery with John Arthur and
his brother, who some time before robbed the western mail,